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Peninsula Clean Energy CEO Shawn Marshall outside of her office in January.

Peninsula Clean Energy’s new CEO
is committed to reducing carbon
emissions and energy prices

By Abigail Van Neely

hroughout her career,
Shawn Marshall says

she has tried to make
sure her work reflects her per-
sonal values. Now, as the new
CEO of Peninsula Clean Ener-
gy (PCE) she hopes to continue
centering people while provid-
ing more affordable energy
options.

Marshall stepped into the
position last July after previ-
ously serving as PCE’s chief
operating officer. She succeeds
Jan Pepper, who led the agency
since its inception in 2016.

As a nonprofit community
choice aggregation agency,
CAA, PCE procures electric-
ity on behalf of its customers.
It aims to put energy on the
grid that is cleaner, greener,
and more affordable. PCE is
the official electricity provider
for San Mateo County and the
city of Los Banos.

Moving into her new role felt
like a full circle moment for
Marshall. “T understand this
agency from the kernel of the
idea all the way through: to its
name, to its legal founding, to
its core mission and strategic
plan,” she said.

As a ‘70s kid, Marshall’s
childhood dream was to
become a singer, or maybe an
actress. But, over time, she
became more aware of the
growing climate crisis. After
college, Marshall got involved
with local climate action orga-
nizations advocating for land
conservation, open space, and
clean air. In the late ‘90s, she
spent six months traveling
through Asia, Africa and the
Middle East, an experience
she said showed her firsthand
the impact of climate change

See CEO, page 9

Menlo Park proposes

revised aquatics fees,

giving big discount to
Belle Haven

By Neil Gonzales

enlo Park has pro-
posed revising aquat-
ics fees that would

give Belle Haven residents a
deep discount to use the pool
in the new neighborhood cen-
ter underway there.

During its regular meeting
Feb. 13, the City Council, in
a 3-2 vote, moved to proceed
with the proposal to revamp
fees for various activities and
services at the pool com-
plex at Burgess Park and the
one being built as part of
the Belle Haven Community
Campus (BHCC) under con-
struction at 100 Terminal Ave.
Vice Mayor Drew Combs and
Councilmember Jen Wolosin
dissented.

The council is expected Feb.
27 to consider final approval of
the new fees, which would then
become effective on April 1.

“The vast majority of resi-
dent fees do not increase with
the new proposed fees,” Sean
Reinhart, the city’s library and
community services director,
said during the meeting. “In
fact, there is a very substantial
reduction proposed in resident
fees, specifically for residents
who qualify for the hyperlocal
rate.”

The hyperlocal rate would
be a reduced charge apply-
ing to those residing or going
to school within the BHCC
service area, which would
extend from Bay Road to San
Francisco Bay and encompass

all of council District 1 and
portions of District 2 near the
pedestrian and bicycle over-
crossing of Highway 101 at
Ringwood Avenue.

For the most part, accord-
ing to a city staff report, those
within this area would see fees
lowered by up to 35%.

They would be charged, for
instance, $42 for monthly lap
and open swim compared to
the current $65, according to
the report. Other residents
and non-residents would pay
the same as they do now for
that activity — $65 and $72,
respectively.

The discount for those in
the BHCC area “would result
in overall lower revenues at
Belle Haven Pool,” Reinhart
said, “but it’s hoped that the
increased usage of the facility
will offset the revenue lost to
some degree.”

The idea behind the hyperlo-
cal rate is to prioritize access
and use of the new commu-
nity center by those in that
service area “in recognition of
historic inequity and genera-
tional harm caused by redlin-
ing, freeway construction and
property loss, and other dis-
criminatory practices of the
past that uniquely affected the
neighborhoods in the vicinity
of BHCC,” the staff report said.

BHCC is targeted for a sum-
mer opening with the Belle
Haven Pool expected to be
ready later in the year.

See AQUATICS FEES, page 10

Menlo Park business updates: Le Boulanger closed,
Ace Hardware expanding, new wine bar coming

By Fan Chen and Angela Swartz

owntown Menlo Park
continues to see busi-
nesses come and go.

Le Boulanger vacated its store-
front at 720 Santa Cruz Ave.
on Nov. 23, according to a sign
posted on the business’ front
door. The space is being gut-
ted to make way for a wine bar,
Somm Cellars, according to the

alcohol license posted on the
storefront’s window.

“Thank you for your support
and business over the years and
we will miss all of our loyal cus-
tomers,” the note reads. “This
is not a decision that we made
lightly and we are sorry that we
couldn’t stick around longer.
We hope to see you at one of our
other locations and that this is
not a goodbye!”

In 2020, the main offices of
this family-owned chain moved
to Fresno, after its headquarters
property, brand and business
were purchased.

Its locations in Los Altos, San
Jose and Mountain View are still
open, according to the business’
website. Its San Mateo location
closed in 2019 after 25 years in
business, according to a note
from the owners at the time.

Menlo Clock Works, the
watch and clock repair shop
permanently closed on Nov. 25,
after four decades in operation.

“After 42 years of serving our
wonderful community, we are
sad to say goodbye,” the website
announcement reads.

According to this news orga-
nization’s reporting, the owners
plan to keep the shop building at
961 El Camino Real and lease it

to a restaurant.

Both owners did not respond
to this news organization’s
requests for comments.
Openings, expansions

The Flegel’s Design at 1010 El
Camino Real, Suite 90, expected
to close at the end of 2023 but
did not shutter afterall. Owner

See BUSINESS UPDATES, page 8
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AQUATICS FEES

continued from page 5

During the meeting, the
council directed that the fee
for subcontractor lane rental be
reduced to $15 from the staff-
recommended $18.

The direction came amid
concerns that nonprofit groups
subcontracting space in the
city’s aquatics program — long
managed by private operator
Team Sheeper — are being
charged too much.

Currently, the fee for subcon-
tractor rental per hour a lane
ranges from $14 to $18, accord-
ing to the staff report.

But other pools elsewhere
charge $6 to $8, public com-
menter John Martin told the
council.

He complained that in Menlo
Park community programs are
paying the same level as com-
mercial outfits.

“We just don’t think that’s
fair or reasonable and respect-
ful,” he said. “So we don’t
think the operator should be
increasing fees for any of the
community programs. In fact,
we think the operator should
be bringing the fees back in line

with what other local pools are
charging.”

Combs acknowledged that
sentiment during council
deliberations. “I do think that
there’s legitimate concerns
from established community
nonprofits about these increas-
esand the impacts and the dis-
parate nature that is appearing
there,” Combs said. “I think
that that’s valid.”

Tim Sheeper, CEO of Team
Sheeper, told the council that
the subcontractor fee has held
steady at $14. While other
fees and operating costs have
gone up, Sheeper said, the lane
charge for subcontractors has
“remained the same for the past
five to six years.”

The city’s aquatics fees are
currently set at the discretion
of Team Sheeper, Reinhart
said.

If ultimately adopted by the
council, the revised fees would
be incorporated into the city’s
master fee schedule.

That move would be con-
sistent with the requirements
in the new five-year contract
that the council approved in
September for Team Sheeper
to continue running the city’s
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Swimmers work out at Burgess Pool in Menlo Park in 2023.

aquatics program, the staff
report said.
That contract stipulates that

aquatics fees would be subject
to council approval in the mas-
ter schedule, the report said. m
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